
www.fvcpaa.caFraser Valley CPA Association

2
0

2
4

A C C O U N T I N G  R E I M A G I N E D

Wednesday, November 13th, 2024

http://www.fvcpaa.ca
http://www.fvcpaa.ca


For more information about our association, 
events or membership, please visit our website:  www.fvcpaa.ca

|   2   |

I N T R O D U C T I O N

PD NOTE FOR VIRTUAL ATTENDEES:

The conference will be hosted using the 
ZOOM platform.

If you wish to claim verified PD hours, please 
note that hours are recorded based on our 
attendance polls.
 
It is suggested to join the zoom meeting from 
a computer as polls may be missed when 
using a mobile device.
 
PD Certificates will be sent via email in 
January 2025.

When logged into Zoom, please be sure your 
display name reflects your registered name. 
This is required to validate your attendance.  
Creating a ZOOM account is recommended, 
but not required to attend.

Any other questions?  
Contact Patricia - coordinator@fvcpaa.ca

INTERESTED IN FVCPAA MEMBERSHIP?

To Foster:
·	 Professional relationships amongst CPAs in the 

Fraser Valley
·	 Professional growth by advocating for CPABC 

accredited courses in the Fraser Valley for 
convenience

·	 Increasing public awareness of CPAs
·	 Inspiring CPA students by providing scholarships 

and mentorships

Meetings:
·	 The FVCPAA will host 7 meetings and a 

conference during the year, held on the first 
Thursday of each month at the Clarion Hotel & 
Conference Centre located at 36035 North Parallel, 
Abbotsford, BC.

·	 Meetings include a full breakfast and a 
presentation related to our profession.

·	 Each meeting may be eligible to report one hour 
of PD and 7 hours of PD for the conference day.

Post-event feedback is incredibly valuable to our planning 
committee and we value your thoughts and opinions.  We invite 
you to complete a post-session survey after each presentation.  
For each valid survey you complete, we will enter your name 
into a draw for one of our excellent prizes including a $200 gift 
card to use at a JRG Restaurant. 

The survey can be found at:  www.fvcpaa.ca/survey

We would love your feedback! 

http://www.fvcpaa.ca
mailto:coordinator%40fvcpaa.ca?subject=FVCPAA%20PD%20Zoom%20Inquiry
http://www.fvcpaa.ca/survey
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C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E

Wednesday, November 13th, 2024

8:00am - 9:00am	 Canada’s Productivity Puzzle: Solutions for Entrepreneurs
	 Rosanne Horner

9:15am - 10:15am	 Factors to Consider for Maximum Business ROI 
	 Panelists: Maggie Puhacz, Subash Chand,  
	 Javier Tam-Huang, Arthur Klein

10:30am - 11:30am	 2024 Tax updates, Estate and Succession Planning
	 Daman S. Bhathal & Logan Song

LUNCH

12:00pm - 12:30pm	 CPA Financial Literacy Program
	 Danielle Levine

12:30pm - 1:00pm	 You Matter: What is Plaguing the Profession’s 
	 Pipeline and What You Can Do About It.
	 Lorena Christensen

1:15pm - 2:15pm	 Artificial Intelligence – Part 2
	 Eric Rae

2:30pm - 3:30pm	 Frauds & Scams 
	 Detective Derek Raine & Constable Henry Gusarovas

3:45pm - 4:45pm	 CPA Profession Update 
	 Lori Mathison
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Canada’s Productivity Puzzle:  
Solutions for Entrepreneurs
Productivity growth has declined in Canada since the pandemic. Average annual productivity 
growth dropped to 0% from 2019 to 2023, while labour costs have been increasing faster than 
labour productivity.
This crisis in productivity is even more dire for small and medium-sized businesses (including those 
looking to become more sustainable) that have seen their productivity drop to 58% that of large 
firms.
This has important consequences for Canadian entrepreneurs. More productive firms, generate 
more sales, profits and are more valuable in the event of a sale. An unproductive company is 
leaving a lot of money on the table!
The good news is that you can take actions to curb this trend. Business investments in machinery, 
equipment and technology, for instance, are key drivers of productivity and help drive 
sustainability, but other solutions exist as well.

Discover
•	 Why Canada is lagging in productivity
•	 Productivity trends for some of the largest sectors of the Canadian economy
•	 How to improve productivity in your company

Rosanne Horner
Rosanne Horner, MBA, is Vice President, South Fraser Region at the  
Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC). She is passionate about  
the development and success of Canadian entrepreneurs. With over  
18 years of experience at BDC, she has worked in all BDC’s core divisions: 
advisory services, capital and financing. Rosanne holds a Bachelor of Arts  
from the University of British Columbia, an MBA from the University of 
Hertfordshire (UH) and a Management Certificate from BCIT in Human Resources.

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N

C O N F E R E N C E   S P E A K E R S
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Factors to Consider for Maximum Business ROI
In this panel discussion, the presenters will cover key topics from financial, tax and mergers and 
acquisitions that all impact business owners and corporations as they move through the business 
life cycle. Attendees will learn about:
• 	Being mindful of your tax structure; what needs to be adjusted
• 	How financial literacy & risk management will drive better ROI
• 	Legal, tax and financial red flags that make business sale difficult
• 	Validated expectations about what a company could sell for

Panelists: Maggie Puhacz, Subash Chand, Javier Tam-Huang, Arthur Klein

Maggie Puhacz, Partner, Canadian Tax
Maggie primarily focuses on providing tax compliance and planning 
services to private and public companies in a variety of industries 
including real estate. She specializes in personal and corporate tax 
planning for owner-managed businesses, as well as mergers and 
acquisition transactions. 

Subash Chand, Partner, Accounting & Assurance
At Smythe, Subash is primarily focused on providing accounting, assurance 
and tax advisory services to private companies in various industries. He 
specializes in the agriculture, manufacturing, professional services and 
real estate sectors. Subash is also actively involved in recruitment and 
mentorship at Smythe.

Javier Tam-Huang, Senior Manager, Advisory Services
Javier specializes in the insurance brokerage industry. He has 
experience providing business valuations in the context of mergers 
and acquisitions, tax reorganizations, management buyouts, 
succession planning, litigation support, fairness opinions, financial 
modeling, and other matters.

Arthur Klein, Mergers & Acquisitions Advisor
Arthur’s mandate is to assist Smythe clients in Western Canada in 
preparing for and executing business divestitures or acquisitions. As a 
trusted intermediary, he is committed to assisting buyers and sellers 
of $3M+ revenue enterprises across the multifaceted process to value 
and transact the sale of these businesses. 

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N
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http://www.fvcpaa.ca


For more information about our association, 
events or membership, please visit our website:  www.fvcpaa.ca

|   6   |

For more information about our association, 
events or membership, please visit our website:  www.fvcpaa.caFor more information about our association, 
events or membership, please visit our website:  www.fvcpaa.ca

2024 Tax Updates, Estate and 
Succession Planning
This presentation will cover some of the legislative tax changes introduced in 2024, such as the 
new capital gains inclusion rate, alternative minimum tax (AMT), limitations on excessive interest 
and financing expenses (EIFEL), bare trust reporting, and property flipping taxes. Additionally, 
they’ll offer a general overview of common estate planning transactions and the new genuine 
intergenerational share transfer rules.

Daman S. Bhathal
Daman is a Senior Tax Manager at Manning Elliott’s Abbotsford office. 
Since joining the firm in 2016, he has worked with a diverse range of 
private company clients from our Fraser Valley and Vancouver offices. 
His expertise lies in Canadian tax, with a particular focus on personal 
and corporate tax planning, corporate reorganizations, estate and 
succession planning, and compliance.

Logan Song
Logan is a Senior Tax Manager in Manning Elliott’s Abbotsford Office. 
Logan works with private owner-managed businesses on variety of tax 
planning matters, including estate and succession planning, corporate 
reorganizations and Canadian tax compliance. He has extensive 
experience working with clients in the agriculture industry. After 5 
years at Manning Elliott, Logan went onto work for an international 
accounting firm for 3 years before returning to Manning Elliott in 2023.

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N
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CPA Financial Literacy Program
The CPA Financial Literacy Program delivers free, unbiased and objective financial education to 
British Columbians and Yukoners of all ages. Danielle will share more about the award-winning 
program aimed to give participants the knowledge and confidence needed to make smart financial 
choices and accomplish their life goals and how you, as a CPA, can be equipped to support your 
community through the program.

Danielle Levine
Danielle Levine is originally from Winnipeg, Manitoba, but she now 
calls British Columbia’s Lower Mainland home. 
She works with the Chartered Professional Accountants of British 
Columbia (CPABC) as the Director of Indigenous Engagement and 
Financial Literacy where she works on increasing the engagement 
and participation of Indigenous peoples in the profession and in 
growing the CPA Financial Literacy program in British Columbia. 
Danielle has a Master of Business Administration with a focus on 
developing and delivering Financial Literacy programming for urban 
Indigenous communities.
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You Matter: What is Plaguing the Profession’s 
Pipeline and What You Can Do About It.
This presentation will give a brief overview of the social, environmental and reputational 
attractiveness challenges facing the profession and will provide some key insights to what does 
and does not resonate with younger generations. CPA candidates and members will leave with 
useful tips on how we can all talk about our profession differently to inspire getter interest in 
accounting as a career choice.

Lorena Christensen, Vice President of Student Recruitment 
and Employer Relations, CPABC
Lorena Christensen leads CPABC’s Student Recruitment team, the 
Employer Relations and Talent Development team, and the CPA 
Education Foundation, the charitable arm of CPA in BC. With over 
20 years of business experience and 12 years specializing in post-
secondary education and student recruitment, she has a proven 
track record in building international post-secondary research 
collaborations with over 30 universities across Canada and 20 host 
countries globally. Lorena is deeply passionate about Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion, and Reconciliation stewardship, and is committed 
to fostering an inclusive profession for all aspiring CPAs, including 
newcomers to Canada, Indigenous community members, disabled 
learners, and other disadvantaged groups. In addition to her CPA, 
CMA credentials, Lorena holds an Executive MBA from Simon Fraser 
University.
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Artificial Intelligence – Part 2
In this upcoming presentation, Eric will build upon the insights shared during last year’s 
conference, delving deeper into the topic of AI. He aims to provide an exploration of the latest 
standards, methodologies, approaches, and guidance in the field. By examining these elements, 
Eric will highlight the evolving landscape of AI and the significance of AI assurance activities 
in helping to ensure the reliability and ethical use of artificial intelligence technologies. This 
presentation promises to offer valuable insights for professionals seeking to enhance their 
understanding and implementation of AI and the associated assurance practices.

Eric Rae
Eric is a Partner in KPMG Canada’s Technology Risk Consulting Group. 
Eric specializes in various KPMG services, including but not limited to:

•	 Information Technology Architecture and Governance
•	 Cloud Architecture Implementation and Assessment
•	 Identity and Access Management, System and Organization Controls 

(SOC 1, SOC 2, SOC 3, and SOC for Cybersecurity)
•	 CSA Star Level 2 Attestation
•	 ISO/IEC 27001 (ISMS) Implementation
•	 Assessment and Certification
•	 Payment Card Industry (PCI) Implementation and Assessment
•	 Security and Control Attestation
•	 IT Audit Support for Financial Audit and Internal Audit
•	 IT Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery
•	 Supply Chain Security and Resilience including SOC for Supply Chain
•	 Software Development for Data Extraction and Analysis
•	 Cyber Security Design and Maturity Assessment
•	 Penetration Testing, Data Privacy Governance and Assessment 

(including GDPR)
•	 Enterprise and IT Governance and Risk Management
•	 Compliance Management (including AI Trust and Safety)
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Frauds and Scams
An overview of Fraud, common trends, financial crime investigation overview, tips to protect yourself and 
your business.  

Detective Derek Raine
Detective Derek Raine is a police officer with 14 years of experience 
with the Abbotsford Police Department. He has worked in patrol, 
property crime, surveillance, organized crime, and as a police 
negotiator. He is currently a detective at the Major Crime Unit and in 
his spare time enjoys mountain biking and skiing.

Constable Henry Gusarovas
Constable Henry Gusarovas is currently a police officer with the 
Abbotsford Police Department and has been working in patrol for 
a year. Prior to policing, he worked as an auditor for Deloitte where 
he obtained his CPA license in 2021. He then worked as a financial 
analyst in the supply chain industry prior to switching careers. His 
hobbies include Jiu Jitsu and hiking.
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CPA Profession Update 
The session will include important updates from CPABC’s leadership on:

•	 BC’s economy and employment trends
•	 Updates from the profession
•	 ESG-related standards
•	 Artificial intelligence

Lori Mathison
Lori Mathison is the President and CEO of CPABC, leading the 
organization’s Executive Management Committee and representing 
the province on the national Council of Chief Executives for the 
Canadian CPA profession. Previously, Lori was the managing partner 
of the Vancouver office of Dentons Canada LLP, where she was 
a partner in Denton’s Tax Law group and practiced both tax and 
corporate law for almost 20 years.
Lori is a governor and a past chair of the Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade. She sits on the strategic advisory board of the Counter Illicit 
Finance Alliance, the board of the CPA Western School of Business, 
the faculty advisory board of the UBC Sauder School of Business, and 
the Dean’s Advisory Committee for the UBC Centre for Business Law.
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